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1. Executive summary

Human rights are inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language,
religion, or any other status. In principle, every human being is entitled to enjoy her or his rights without
discrimination, safeguarded by international laws. Yet, in reality, not all humans in all the cities around
the world enjoy their rights to the fullest. There remain limits and restrictions to human rights, be it
domestic laws, increasing economic and social disparity, or a degraded environment.

Human rights city is an attempt to promote and protect human rights at the level of local government
and community. The human rights city initiative not only urges a city to commit to upholding
international human rights standards in its policies and practices. It also encourages grassroots
organizations and residents to work together to uphold international human rights standards. After
the city of Rosario in Argentina became the world’s first human rights city in 1997, human rights cities
have steadily emerged one after another. Currently, it has been estimated that there are over 100
human rights cities around the world. The SAGE Handbook of Human Rights explicitly acclaims that
‘one of the most remarkable developments in the field of human rights implementation over the past
decades has been the rise of human rights cities.” (Oomen and Baumgartel, 2014, p.709).

The human rights city initiative in Thailand was launched in 2024 in Ubon Ratchathani and 2025 in
Khon Kaen, two of the northeastern provinces encountering human rights challenges of their own.
Thailand’'s human rights city initiative distinctly engages in a bottom-up approach by raising human
rights awareness and empowering local youths to actively engage in human rights education and learn
about local human rights issues firsthand from those who are affected by the issues. This initiative
paves the way for Thailand to potentially celebrate its first human rights city by encouraging local
young residents to work with the municipality and civil society in actively protecting and promoting
human rights in their community.

This paper is organized into several key sections that comprehensively explore the concept of human
rights city initiatives and their implications. The introduction establishes the importance of human
rights cities as a response to urban governance challenges and social justice, emphasizing the role of
local governments in promoting human rights and the need for community engagement. The
discussion then shifts to the specific context of Thailand, examining the current human rights situation
in 2024, including issues such as restrictions on freedom of expression, gender-based violence, and
challenges faced by migrant workers. Following this, the paper highlights the recent initiatives
launched in Thailand’s northeastern region, which aim to address these human rights challenges
through collaboration among local civil society organizations, government agencies, and university
students. The conclusion synthesizes the findings and emphasizes the importance of recognizing the
unique historical and contextual factors that shape each human rights city initiative, recommending
tailored strategies to address the specific needs and challenges of communities.



MAKE IT HAPPEN: HUMAN RIGHTS AT ALOCAL LEVEL 5

2. Introduction to Human Rights City Initiatives

The concept of a human rights city has emerged as a pivotal response to the challenges of governance
and social justice in urban settings worldwide. As urbanization accelerates, cities are confronted with
multi-faceted issues of urban cities, including increasing inequalities and discrimination. The human
rights city initiative seeks to embed and institutionalize human rights principles into the fabric of local
governance to ensure that the rights and dignity of all residents are recognized, respected, and fulfilled.
As recognized by the United Nations, local governments hold significant power in shaping the
realization of human rights through policies and practices that directly affect their communities
(United Nations, 2015, pp. 24-25). Human rights cities aim to create environments that facilitate
participation, accountability, and transparency, moving beyond mere compliance with national and
international legal frameworks to actively advocate for the empowerment of marginalized groups.
This initiative is underscored by the understanding that human rights are not solely the responsibility
of state actors but can also be effectively championed at the local level, enabling communities to take
ownership of the rights discourse and practices.

In 1997, Rosario, Argentina, became the first city to officially declare itself a human rights city. The
initiative was part of a broader effort to rebuild trust in government institutions and promote
democratic participation following Argentina’s history of human rights abuses that occurred during
the military dictatorship from 1976 to 1983. Among the first major projects launched in the human
rights city of Rosario was an initiative to educate local police about the relevance of international
human rights norms to their daily work in interacting with the local LGBTQ+ community (Dauvis,
Gammeltoft-Hansen, and Hanna, 2017, pp. 3).

Although there is no universally accepted definition or approach to the human rights city initiative,
human rights cities have gradually developed in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the United States. Some of
the human rights cities include Graz, Austria (2001), Eugene, United States (20071), Utrecht,
Netherlands (2010), Salzburg, Austria (2014), Washington, D.C., United States (2014), Barcelona, Spain
(2017), York, United Kingdom, Lund, Sweden (2018), Nuremberg (2019), Montreal, Canada (2020),
Oslo, Norway (2021), Mexico City, Mexico (2021), and Bergamo, Italy (2022).

Based on the prevailing human rights city initiatives, there is no universally agreed-upon approach to
conceptualizing and implementing the human rights city model. Various municipalities have adapted
and interpreted the human rights city framework differently, reflecting the contextual factors and local
priorities that shape each city’'s engagement with human rights principles.

Nonetheless, an observation can be made that several human rights city initiatives are seemingly
driven by national or local government through legal frameworks and institutions that regulate human
rights principles in local governance. Washington, D.C., for example, passed the District of Columbia
Human Rights Act in 2014, marking a significant milestone in the city’s efforts to enshrine human
rights principles into local law and governance. The act prohibits discrimination in employment,
housing, public accommodations, and educational institutions based on characteristics, including
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, familial status, and others. The city also
established the District of Columbia Office of Human Rights to enforce the city’s anti-discrimination
laws, investigate complaints, mediate disputes, and provide education and training on human rights
issues (District of Columbia Office of Human Rights, n.d.).
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Barcelona, Spain, also exemplifies a government-initiated approach to human rights city through the
City Council of Barcelona’s comprehensive Municipal Plan for Human Rights, which serves as a
strategic framework guiding the city’s policies and programs to ensure that the municipal policies,
plans, and programs are in line with human rights standards (Barcelona City Council, 2018, pp. 5-7
and 11).

Similarly, Gwangju in South Korea established the Gwangju Human Rights Charter in 2012. The charter
provides a legal foundation and outlines the city’'s commitment to protecting and promoting human
rights at the local level (Gwangju City, n.d.). Following the adoption of the charter, Gwangju began
hosting the annual World Human Rights Cities Forum. This forum serves as a platform for human
rights cities around the world to share best practices, collaborate on projects, and advance the human
rights city.

While several human rights city initiatives appear to be primarily driven by national or local
government, it is evident that government cannot undertake the effort alone. In South Korea, for
example, civil society groups played a crucial role in shaping and implementing the Gwangju Human
Rights Charter and related initiatives, including the Human Rights Ordinance. In response to the
historical significance of the Gwangju Uprising in 1980, which was a pivotal event in South Korea's
struggle for democracy and human rights, civil society groups actively participated in developing the
charter's principles, promoting human rights education, and monitoring the city’'s human rights
performance (Gwangju City, n.d.).

Without a universally accepted definition and scope of human rights cities, there is no comprehensive
or exhaustive list of human rights cities. Nonetheless, there appears to be a notable association
between human rights cities and a strong adherence to the rule of law. According to the World Justice
Project’'s 2023 Rule of Law Index, several of the human rights cities are situated in countries that are
ranked among the highest globally in terms of adherence to the rule of law. The examples of these
countries are Norway (rank #2), Germany (Rank #5), Netherlands (Rank #7), Austria (Rank #11), United
Kingdom (Rank #15), and South Korea (Rank #19) (World Justice Project, 2023).

More than a few of the World Justice Project in ranking its annual Rule of Law Index are related to
human rights protection. The ‘constraints on government power' measures “the extent to which those
who govern are bound by law. It comprises the means, both constitutional and institutional, by which
the powers of the government and its officials and agents are limited and held accountable under the
law. It also includes non-governmental checks on the government's power, such as a free and
independent press.” (World Justice Project, 2023). Another key indicator concerns the respect for core
human rights. According to the World Justice Project, the “Rule of Law Index recognizes that a system
of positive law that fails to respect core human rights established under international law is at best
'rule by law," and does not deserve to be called a rule of law system” (World Justice Project, 2023).
This indicator intrinsically emphasizes the equal treatment of individuals without discrimination
concerning public services, employment, court proceedings, and the justice system, freedom of
opinion and expression for media, civil society organizations, political parties, and individuals, as well
as a guarantee of fundamental labor rights—including freedom of association and the right to
collective bargaining (World Justice Project, 2023).

Although conducting a statistical analysis to ascertain the association between human rights cities
and the promotion of the rule of law is not feasible without a comprehensive and exhaustive list of
such cities, it is reasonable to infer that the guarantee of fundamental rights through legal frameworks
and practices constitutes an essential element of a human rights city, as does the maintenance of a
robust rule of law.



MAKE IT HAPPEN: HUMAN RIGHTS AT ALOCAL LEVEL 7

3. Human Rights Situation of Thailand in 2024

At present, Thailand is party to eight core international human rights treaties, including International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), (4) Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance (CED), and Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kingdom of Thailand, 2024). Nonetheless, Thailand in 2024 was still
troubled by several human rights issues. According to the Human Rights Index, which collects and
analyzes various data points related to human rights issues to rank the level of rights protections
ranging from 0 to 1 in countries worldwide, Thailand in 2024 was rated 0.47 or less than half from the
total score of 1 (Our World in Data, 2024). Thailand’s human rights situation in 2024 was marked,
among others, by continued restrictions on freedom of expression, torture, and enforced
disappearance.

Restrictions on Freedom of Expression

There are ongoing concerns about restrictions on freedom of speech and the media. Thai Lawyers for
Human Rights, a civil society group founded by human rights lawyers and social activists after the
2074 coup d'état, reported that throughout 2024, there were at least 47 new cases, with 22 new
defendants. On average, there were on average about 4 more political expression-related cases per
month (Prachatai, 2024). Since the emergence of youth-led pro-democracy demonstrations in 2020,
the government has utilized several legal measures, including lése-majesté law (Article 112 of the
Criminal Code), to suppress protests and expressions of dissent. Thailand’s lese-majesté Law (Article
112 of the Criminal Code) criminalizes defamation, insults, or threats against the monarchy. It is one
of the strictest lese-majesté laws in the world, with penalties ranging from three to fifteen years in
prison per offense. The law has been applied to penalize protesters and activists who are perceived
to have criticized the royal family, even in indirect ways or through satire and public discussions
(112Watch, 2024).

From July 2020 to December 2024, a minimum of 276 defendants were prosecuted under the lese-
majesté law (Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, 2025).

Torture and Enforced Disappearances

Despite being a state party to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, there were still numerous reported cases of torture and enforced
disappearance in Thailand in 2024. Some of these cases are related to social and environmental
activists, while many of the cases are related to counter-insurgency operations in Thailand’s southern
border provinces, in which police and military personnel reportedly tortured ethnic Muslim Malays in
custody. (National Human Rights Commission of Thailand, 2025, pp. 39-41). Thailand’'s Prevention
and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Bill became effective in October 2023.
Nevertheless, state authorities have yet to enforce the law rigorously. To date, no public official has
faced punishment under this legislation (Interview of Pornpen Khongkachonkiet, 2025).
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Gender-based Violence and Gender Inequality

In 2023, Thailand remains troubled by gender-based violence and gender discrimination. About 24
percent of women between the ages of 15 and 49 in Thailand have reportedly experienced intimate
partner violence at least once in their lifetime (World Bank Group, 2024). Despite putting in place
coordination mechanisms to provide services and assistance for women subject to violence, including
migrant women, challenges remain in accessibility to services, complaints, and justice processes for
cases such as domestic violence, and harassment in the workplace (UN Women: Asia and the Pacific,
2024). Thailand's Ministry of Public Health’s One Stop Crisis Center receives over 30,000 reports of
violence against women each year (UN Women: Asia and the Pacific, 2024). However, the police only
record about 5,000 of these cases, and only about 1,500 of the cases result in an arrest (United Nations
Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) Thailand, 2024). This reflects the continuing challenges in
accessing services for women who are subject to violence.

Thailand enacted the Gender Equality Act in 2015, but implementation remains problematic. Most
cases filed under the act feature discrimination against transgender people, who face barriers to
health care, education, and employment because Thailand still lacks a legal gender recognition
procedure. Discriminatory attitudes and traditional gender structures also undermine women'’s social
and economic empowerment. Women in Thailand still have lower labor force participation than men
(59.2 and 75.6 percent) (World Bank Group, 2024) and earn 10 percent less than men for the same job
(Manushya Foundation, 2023).

Migrant and Labor Rights

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) estimated that about 2.5 million migrant
workers from Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos were residing in Thailand by April 2023, with about 75
percent of them originating from Myanmar (United Nations Development Programme, 2023, pp. 5).
These migrant workers, several of whom are undocumented, fall victim to exploitation, abuses, debt
bondage, and sub-minimum wages (United Nations Development Programme, 2023, pp. 33). Human
trafficking and smuggling also remain high in Thailand. The victims of human trafficking in Thailand
are also mostly from its neighboring countries and some from South Asia (Walk Free, 2023).
Undocumented migrant workers and their children have restrictions on travel as well as difficulty
accessing government services, such as health care and education (U.S. Department of State, 2023).

In summary, the human rights situation in Thailand in 2024 remains significantly troubled despite the
country’'s commitment to various international human rights treaties. Key issues include severe
restrictions on freedom of expression, characterized by the application of the stringent lese-majesté
law, which has led to numerous prosecutions of activists and dissenters. Furthermore, instances of
torture and enforced disappearances persist, particularly concerning social and environmental
activists and ethnic minorities in conflict zones. Gender-based violence and inequality continue to be
pervasive, with a substantial number of women experiencing intimate partner violence and facing
systemic barriers in accessing justice and services. Additionally, migrant workers, primarily from
Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos, are vulnerable to exploitation and human trafficking, often lacking
access to essential services and legal protections. Despite legislative efforts like the Gender Equality
Act and the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Bill, enforcement
remains inadequate, and significant challenges persist across various sectors, highlighting the urgent
need for reform and stronger protections for all individuals in Thailand.
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4. Human Rights City Initiative in Thailand

In 2023, the inaugural human rights city initiative in Thailand was initially established through a
distinctive collaboration involving the Friedrich Naumann Foundation Thailand, Thailand’'s National
Human Rights Commission, and a coalition of local universities and civil society organizations in the
northern province of Ubon Ratchathani, which is situated approximately 615 kilometers northeast of
the capital city, Bangkok. Following the initial success of this initiative, a second human rights city
project was subsequently introduced in 2024 in Khon Kaen, another province located in the
northeastern region, roughly 450 kilometers from Bangkok.

These initiatives arose in response to pressing human rights issues that have plagued Thailand’s
northeastern region, including severe restrictions on freedom of expression, ongoing economic
disparity, limited access to education and healthcare, and restrictions on environmental rights.

4.1 Human Rights Situation of Thailand’'s Northeastern Region

Restriction on Freedom of Expression

The northeastern region of Thailand has experienced a series of pro-democracy demonstrations since
2020, thus facing similar restrictions on freedom of expression and political participation as observed
nationally. In the aftermath of the 2023 general elections, there were reports of continued intimidation
and repression directed at several political activists, alongside ongoing constraints on peaceful
assembly. There are persistent concerns regarding the limitations placed on freedom of speech,
particularly targeting dissenting voices, including journalists, activists, and political opponents. Legal
measures, including lese-majesté law and sedition law, have been widely used to curtail criticism of
the government (The Citizen Plus. 2024).

Economic Disparity

Thailand’'s northeastern region continues to grapple with significant economic disparity as the
country’s most populous but poorest region (Lao et al, 2019, pp. 2). This persistent economic
inequality manifests in various dimensions of human development, leading to uneven access to
opportunities and resources among its residents (World Bank Group. 2023). The economic challenges
faced by Isaan are largely rooted in historical, geographical, and social factors. The region is
predominantly agrarian, with many households relying on subsistence farming. While agriculture
remains vital, it is often characterized by low productivity, limited access to modern farming
technigues, and vulnerability to climate change and market fluctuations (Lao et al,, 2019, pp. 31).
Consequently, these factors contribute to lower income levels and persistent poverty among rural
communities.

Limited Access to Education and Healthcare

Access to education and healthcare in Thailand's northeastern region remains inadequate, severely
impacting vulnerable groups and low-income families. Many rural schools face significant deficiencies
in facilities and resources, while economic hardships often compel children to drop out of school to
support household income (Saikham, 2024). Healthcare services are similarly limited, especially in
remote areas, leading to poor access to preventive health services, such as vaccinations and maternal
healthcare, which exacerbate ongoing public health challenges and contribute to higher rates of
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communicable diseases (Sukustit, 2023, pp. 30 and 57). Educational attainment in the northeastern
region typically lags behind national averages, resulting in a workforce that lacks the skills necessary
for higher-paying jobs in urban areas, leading many young individuals to migrate to cities for better
opportunities, thereby creating a demographic gap that further hampers local development.

Restrictions on Environmental Rights

Restrictions on environmental rights in Thailand’s northeastern region present significant challenges
for local communities grappling with the negative impacts of rapid economic growth and
environmental degradation. The area has experienced extensive deforestation due to the conversion
of forested land into agricultural plots, leading to severe drought conditions that adversely affect rural
populations dependent on agriculture for their livelihoods (Sankam, 2024). Additionally, the rise of
industrial factories has resulted in increased water and air pollution, compromising the quality of life
for residents and posing serious health risks, particularly for vulnerable groups such as children and
the elderly. UNICEF reports indicate that children in the northeastern provinces are at heightened risk
from climate change, which exacerbates issues like drought and disease, threatening their health and
well-being (UNICEF, 2023). Efforts to advocate for environmental rights are often met with resistance
due to governmental policies that favor economic development over environmental protection, further
marginalizing local voices and threatening activists.

The human rights city initiative in Thailand, which was initially launched in the northeastern provinces,
aims to address, among other issues, these human rights challenges by enhancing community
engagement and empowering residents to advocate for their own rights as well as the rights of others.
By fostering collaboration between civil society organizations, government agencies, and community
members, these initiatives focus on local solutions, striving to improve accountability and create safer,
more equitable environments for all individuals. Ultimately, the establishment of human rights cities
in Thailand reflects a broader commitment to uphold human dignity and promote social justice amidst
ongoing struggles faced by communities in the region. This commitment serves as a foundation for
a deeper exploration of the current human rights situation in Thailand, shedding light on both the
advancements made and the challenges that remain.

4.2 Human Rights City Initiatives in Thailand’s Northeastern Region

To tackle the key human rights challenges that have persistently affected Thailand’'s northeastern
region—including, but not exclusively limited to, persistent economic inequality, restricted access to
education and healthcare, and issues concerning environmental rights—the inaugural human rights
city initiatives to promote local participation and advocacy were launched through a distinctive
collaboration involving the Friedrich Naumann Foundation Thailand, Thailand's National Human
Rights Commission, and a coalition of local universities and civil society organizations in Ubon
Ratchathani in 2023 and Khon Kaen in 2024.

As previously discussed, there appears to be a substantial correlation between human rights cities
and a state’'s strong commitment to upholding the rule of law. It can be observed, although not
conclusively, that in countries that uphold the rule of law, human rights city initiatives often emerge as
a result of efforts driven by national or local governments through legal frameworks and institutions
that regulate human rights principles within local governance. Some pertinent examples include
Washington, D.C., which enacted the District of Columbia Human Rights Act in 2014 to prohibit
discrimination in employment, housing, public accommmodations, and educational institutions based
on various characteristics, and Barcelona, which established the City Council of Barcelona’s
comprehensive Municipal Plan for Human Rights. This strategic framework guides the city’s policies
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and programs to ensure that municipal policies, plans, and initiatives align with established human
rights standards.

Thailand does not serve as a relevant example in this context. According to the World Justice Project’s
2023 Rule of Law Index, Thailand is ranked 100th out of 142 countries globally (World Justice Project,
2023). Thailand has faced criticism for its enforcement of stringent laws, and government officials
appear to exhibit a lack of adherence to legal standards, often displaying instances of power abuse.
Thus, adopting a government-initiated approach through the establishment of a legal framework
and/or organizations for the protection of human rights may not represent the most prudent course
of action for Thailand.

On the contrary, the human rights city initiatives in Thailand build upon a robust network of civil society
and adopt a distinctive bottom-up approach to human rights promotion and advocacy.

The initiatives place a significant emphasis on community-level engagement by inviting students from
universities throughout Thailand’s northeastern region to learn from and collaborate with networks of
local civil society organizations that possess considerable expertise in addressing the needs of
vulnerable groups and actively engage with these populations with respect to various human rights
issues within the provinces of Ubon Ratchathani and Khon Kaen. Through this collaboration, university
students are afforded the opportunity to gain practical knowledge and experience while contributing
to the essential efforts of these organizations by developing creative "human rights innovations" to
address the various local human rights issues they have encountered.

Furthermore, the human rights city Initiatives in Thailand also emphasize a user-oriented approach to
human rights advocacy. With the support of local civil society organizations, the young participants
from local universities have the opportunity to visit sites that illuminate various local human rights
challenges, including homelessness, issues faced by individuals without legal status, and
environmental pollution. This direct engagement allows participants to directly learn from individuals
impacted by these issues, thereby fostering a more profound understanding of the complexities
involved. Following these immersive experiences, participants engage in collaborative brainstorming
sessions where they discuss and analyze the various human rights challenges they have observed.
During these sessions, they evaluate the complexities and nuances of the issues affecting their
communities, considering different perspectives and potential solutions. To enrich this process,
participants actively incorporate feedback from individuals directly impacted by these challenges,
ensuring that their proposals are informed by the lived experiences and needs of those most affected.
By integrating this feedback, these young participants are better positioned to develop innovative
human rights solutions that are not only relevant but also practical and feasible within their specific
contexts. These proposals emphasize community-led initiatives, advocacy campaigns, and
collaborative projects designed to address critical issues such as access to housing, legal support for
undocumented individuals, and environmental justice, while also confronting misunderstandings and
biases against vulnerable groups.

Unlike other human rights city initiatives, the human rights city initiatives in Thailand’s northeastern
region specifically focus on engaging young people, as they bring a fresh perspective and creative
thinking to the issues at hand. By involving youth in this advocacy, the initiative capitalizes on their
innovative ideas and enthusiasm for social change. Furthermore, these young individuals are poised
to become a formidable force within their local communities, actively contributing to the promotion
and protection of human rights as they grow and develop into engaged citizens. This emphasis on
youth involvement not only fosters a sense of empowerment among participants but also ensures the
sustainability of human rights advocacy efforts within the region.

While Thailand's first official human rights city has yet to become a reality, the foundational efforts of
the human rights city initiative show great promise. By actively engaging young people alongside a
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robust local civil society network in human rights advocacy, these initiatives empower them and
cultivate a strong commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights in the region. This
alternative approach not only facilitates meaningful change but also positions Thailand towards the
potential establishment of its first human rights city. Through raising awareness and encouraging
collaboration between residents and civil society organizations, with the support of by actively
engaging young individuals alongside a robust local civil society network in the realm of human rights
advocacy, these initiatives empower them and cultivate a stronger commitment to the promotion and
protection of human rights within the region, the initiative aims to actively safeguard human rights
within communities, ultimately contributing to a more just and equitable society in the northeastern
region.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

As evidenced by examples of human rights city initiatives worldwide, as well as the recent initiatives
in the northeastern region of Thailand, there is no singular approach to the establishment of human
rights cities. Each human rights city initiative emerges from its distinct historical context,
encompassing specific strengths and limitations regarding human rights advocacy. These unique
factors influence the design, implementation, and effectiveness of the initiatives, highlighting the need
for tailored strategies that reflect the particular circumstances and challenges faced by each
community. Recognizing these diverse contexts is essential for fostering successful human rights
cities that effectively address local human rights issues and promote sustainable social change.

Drawing insights from human rights city initiatives globally, as well as the recent initiatives in Thailand,
the following recommendations should be considered by future human rights cities.

e Foster a Collaborative Framework: Develop partnerships between local governments, civil
society organizations, and academic institutions to create a collaborative framework that
supports the establishment and sustainability of human rights city initiatives. This framework
should prioritize commmunity engagement and ensure that all stakeholders have a voice in the
planning and implementation processes.

e 2. Tailor Approaches to Local Contexts: Recognize that each human rights city initiative must
be adapted to reflect the unique historical, cultural, and social contexts of the respective
community. Tailored strategies should be developed to address the specific strengths and
limitations pertaining to human rights advocacy in each region.

e 3. Promote Youth Engagement: Actively involve young people in human rights advocacy by
creating opportunities for their participation in decision-making processes, educational
programs, and community projects. Empowering youth to take initiative will cultivate future
leaders in human rights and ensure that innovative ideas for addressing local issues are
brought to the forefront.

e 4, Strengthen Legal Frameworks: Advocate for the establishment of comprehensive legal
frameworks that enshrine human rights principles at the local level. This includes ensuring that
local government policies and practices align with international human rights standards,
thereby enhancing accountability and protection for all residents.

e 5. Enhance Education on Human Rights: Implement training programs and workshops focused
on human rights education for both government officials and community members. Such
initiatives should emphasize the importance of respecting human rights and provide guidance
on implementing practices that promote social justice and equity.
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6. Encourage Community-Led Initiatives: Support community-led initiatives that address
human rights challenges directly, such as programs aimed at improving access to housing,
legal support for marginalized groups, and environmental justice efforts. Encouraging local
ownership of these initiatives will enhance their relevance and sustainability.

e 7. Monitor and Evaluate Progress: Establish mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating the
effectiveness of human rights city initiatives. This could involve engaging civil society and
stakeholders in collecting data and feedback on the impact of these programs, allowing for
continuous improvement and adaptation based on community needs.

e 8 Advocate for International Support: Seek support from international human rights
organizations and bodies to provide guidance, resources, and frameworks for enhancing local
governance and human rights practices. Building connections with broader networks can
facilitate knowledge exchange and best practices among human rights cities globally.

e O Raise Awareness of Human Rights Issues: Conduct public awareness campaigns to educate
residents about their human rights and the importance of active participation in advocacy
efforts. Increasing community awareness will foster a culture of respect and accountability
regarding human rights.

e 10. Build a Strong Civil Society Network: Strengthen the networks of local civil society
organizations engaged in human rights advocacy by providing resources, training, and
opportunities for collaboration. A robust civil society network is crucial for advocating
effectively for the rights of vulnerable populations and holding local governments accountable.

By implementing these recommendations, Thailand and other regions can advance their human rights
initiatives and work towards the establishment of vibrant, effective human rights cities that empower
communities and uphold the dignity and rights of all individuals.
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